
 2014 Annual Report

Naturalists, Event 
& Exhibit Staff

Ben Aerts
Samantha Bailey
Treva Breuch
Margaret Butzen
Amy Callies
Lara Carlson
Jessi Claringbole
Coral Conant Gilles
Doug Davis
Sue Denholm
Jared Durlauf
Nancy Fonzen
Beverly Fowler
Kimberly Gorchels
Sherry Hershberger
Greg Hitch
Jefferson Hofmann
Shannon Howald
Alex Jeffers
Nicole Mondroski
Mariah Myers
Kara Naramore
Katherine Owens
Betsy Parker
Erin Parker
Tom Pearce
Jeanine Ranzen
Emily Steinwehe
Shaina Stewart
Tara Von Dollen
Kathy Waldera
Brad Wennen
Courtney Woods

Board of Directors

Terence Kelly, Chairman of the Board
Anne Ross, Vice President & Secretary
Charles Carpenter, Treasurer

Steven Books 
Deborah Gilpin
Jim Hubing
Mary LaMar
Mark Miller 

Advisory Council

William Cronon
Anthony Earl
Estella Leopold

Operations & Education Staff

Bob Miller, President & Executive Director

Marlene Vadjunec, VP of Advancement
Kelley Van Egeren, Director of 

Development & Stewardship
Virginia Wiggen, Nature Center Director 
Brenna Holzhauer, Director of Exhibits 

& Digital Curricula/Nature Net 
Sierra Muñoz, Communications Director
Kahy Waldera, Education Assistant
Josh Bruecken, Facility & Grounds Manager 
Creal Zearing, Program Coordinator 

Tracy Marks, Membership Manager
Deb McCue, Asst. Secretary/Treasurer 
Anna White, Rental & Event Coordinator 

Curt Meine
Tia Nelson

James Edward Mills
Peg Smelser
Trish Stevenson
Alfonso Zepeda-

Capistrán

Dear Friends,

The Aldo Leopold Nature Center celebrated a major 
milestone in 2014: our 20th anniversary connecting 
the children in our community to nature.  In 1994, a 
thoughtful, committed group of supporters helped 
foster a new environmental initiative that would come to 
impact tens of thousands of people each year: a mission 
to educate students through hands-on, interactive nature 
programs, based in Aldo Leopold’s philosophy to “...
teach the student to see the land, to understand what he 
sees, and enjoy what he understands.”  

Twenty years later, the Aldo Leopold Nature Center continues to lead the 
way to engage, educate, and empower the next generation of environmental 
stewards.  In 2014, our innovative environmental programming reached over 
50,000 individuals – a success which is a powerful testament to our staff, 
friends, and supporters who made this year a milestone in so many ways.

We know that children are healthier and happier when they are given 
opportunities to explore and connect with the natural world. Our programs 
seek to make nature accessible to all, providing students and visitors with 
the formative nature experiences which can help spark a life-long sense of 
stewardship and appreciation of our natural world.

Our success is due to the incredible support from our community and its 
many individuals, corporations and foundations who make connecting 
children with nature a priority.  As key supporters of our work, please share 
in our achievements with pride.  With your help, we continue to honor 
the efforts and vision of those dedicated volunteers two decades ago by 
connecting our community to nature and promoting sustainable stewardship 
of our environment.  For your enthusiastic support of our mission, I thank you.

Terry Kelly
CEO and Chairman of the Board
Aldo Leopold Nature Center
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Assets	
Cash & cash equivalents:           $344,695 
Promises to give 

(short term)	 $72,484 
Grants receivable	 $30,863 
Prepaid expenses	 $5,282 
Property & Equip, Net	 $4,403,931 
Promises to give 

(long term)	 $62,400 

Total Assets:	 $4,919,655 
	
Liabilities	
Line of credit	 $198,000 
Accounts payable	 $31,897 
Accrued payroll & 

related liabilities	 $28,603 
Unearned rental revenue	 $13,920 

Total Liabilities:	 $272,420 
	
Net Assets	
Unrestricted	 $1,461,911 
Temporarily restricted	 $3,170,324 
Permanently restricted	 $15,000 

Total Net Assets:	 $4,647,235 
	
TOTAL LIABILITIES 

& NET ASSETS:	 $4,919,655 
	
IN-KIND & CONTRIBUTED 

SERVICES:	 $109,546 
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Financial Position

Board & Staff

2014 Highlights

Founded in 1994 by committed community leaders, the Aldo Leopold 
Nature Center (ALNC) seeks to provide innovative, hands-on programs 
and exhibits for children and their families to “teach the student to see 
the land, to understand what he sees, and enjoy what he understands” in 
the spirit of famed Wisconsin conservationist Aldo Leopold.

Today, ALNC has become a regional model of excellence for environmental 
education, serving more than 50,000 visitors annually at two campuses, 
in Monona and Black Earth, Wisconsin. 

In addition to continuing our ongoing 
restoration efforts in the oak savanna, 
woodland and wetland environments, we broke 
ground on new learning gardens and developed 
curricula designed to teach children the joys 
and rewards of gardening and of being good 
stewards of the land.

We installed a paved handicapped 
accessible trail and constructed 
raised native plant and garden beds 
so that everyone could have the 
opportunity to experience nature 
first-hand.  Now we can provide 
superior outdoor educational 
and recreational experiences for 
mobility-challenged visitors and 
improve the ecological balance of 
native flora and fauna.

While continuing to serve economically 
disadvantaged youth through our afterschool 
programs, Nature Nuts and Academy A.L.D.O. 
(Adventures in Learning & Discovery Outdoors), 
we were also able to provide nine homeless 
children with the opportunity to attend our 
summer camps at no cost.  One mother wrote: 

“Thank you for the wonderful opportunity you 
have given my children.  Without the generosity of 
the scholarships provided for my kids, they might 
never have had the chance to explore nature and 
meet so many wonderful people (staff and fellow 
campers).” 

Following on the success of our Run Wild in 
the Woods at the Black Earth campus and 
our wacky—and educational—Brainiac Bowl 
trivia contest, we collaborated with the cities 
of Monona and Madison to launch a new free 
family event, Candlelight Snowshoe Hike.  

This event drew nearly 900 kids and adults to 
our snow covered trails and to the campfire 
for a cup of hot chocolate to warm up. By 
providing opportunities for visitors to enjoy 
nature while participating in active outdoor 
pursuits, we strive to encourage a sustainable 
and healthy lifestyle.    

Our tried and true initiatives—school field 
trips, summer camps, preschool, homeschool 
and scout programs, teacher training 
workshops, adult lectures, and Climate 
Change Science exhibits—continued to 
successfully engage, educate and empower 
visitors.

From a Waunakee Prairie Elementary teacher:

“Thank you again for your help and for the 
wonderful naturalists. As always, the kids had a 
great time and learned a lot. It is always one of 
our favorite field trips!” 

In addition to thank-yous like these from 
students and teachers, our programs have 
received excellent press this year; most 
recently, we received InBusiness magazine’s 
Sustainable Small Business of the Year 
award for our energy conservation efforts 
and for using our green facility as a teaching 
tool—just a few of the ways we know we are 
making an impact and carrying on Leopold’s 

philosophy of living lightly on the land.  

The Aldo Leopold Nature Center extends its most heart-felt gratitude to the many donors who made our 
work possible in 2014.  If your name was inadvertently left off the list, we apologize!  Please call us at 608-
221-0404 to let us know. Thank you!

$100,000+
American Girl’s Fund For 

Children

$50,000+
Anonymous
Terry and Mary Kelly

$25,000 - 49,999
Anonymous
Diane Ballweg

$10,000 - 24,999
Anonymous
Burmester Charitable Trust
DeAtley Family Foundation
Edwin E. and Janet L. Bryant 
Foundation
Madison Gas and Electric 

Foundation, Inc.
Sue Denholm
Andrew Burish
Bob Lindmeier
Courtier Foundation, Inc.
James E. Dutton Foundation
Schoenleber Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999 
Anonymous
Alliant Energy Foundation
American Family Insurance
Antonia Foundation
BMO Harris Bank
John C. Bock Foundation
Cabela’s Outdoor Fund
DuPont
Evjue Foundation, Inc.: 

The charitable arm of 
The Capital Times

Karen and Larry 
Kendrick-Hands

Kuehn Family Foundation
Madison Gas and Electric
Richard McCoy
Howard and Nancy Mead
REI
Pleasant T. Rowland Foundation
Carl and Verna Schmidt 

Foundation
Technology Education 

Foundation
Thermo Fisher Scientific
University of Wisconsin-Green 
Bay Space Grant Consortium
Wisconsin Physicians Service

$1,000 - $4,999 
Altrusa International
American Transmission 

Company
Anonymous
Are’Anne Arb
William and Maribeth Baker
Steve Books
William and Treva Breuch
Robert W. and Susan T. Brown 

Family Foundation
Robert and Susan Brown
Mary Burke
Charles and Nancy Carpenter
Lau and Bea Christensen

David Cieslewicz
CUNA Mutual Group 

Foundation
Richard and Phyllis Daly
Dane County Environmental 

Council
Dental Health Associates 

of Madison
EZ Office Products
J. H. Findorff & Son, Inc.
Fine Point Consulting
John Flanigan
Foley & Lardner LLP
Great Dane Pub & Brewing

Company
John and Mary Jeanne Hecht
Rick Heinritz
Penny Hubbard
Jim Hubing
Christopher Kelly
Thomas S. Kemp Foundation
Kiwanis, Downtown Madison
Kiwanis, Madison West
Estella Leopold
Griff and Mary Beth Madigan
Madison Magazine
Madison Trust
Madison Fishing Expo
Madison Rotary Foundation
John and Joellen McKenzie
Kate and Tom McMahan
Sven Midelfort
Bob Miller & Pam Hoffman
Monona State Bank
R.D. and Linda Peters 

Foundation
Phoenix Nuclear Labs
Physicians Plus Insurance Corp.
Karen Pope
Joel Stone and Georgine Price
John and Beth Ross
Anne Ross
Greg and Suzie Samuels
Stephanie Schultz
Scott Kelly
Terry and Sandy Shockley
Skogen Engineering Group, Inc.
Peg Smelser
Steeves Foundation
Steinhauer Charitable Trust
Trish & Gordon Stevenson
Sub-Zero Foundation
Target - Madison East
Jon and Peggy Traver
Mark and Christine Troudt
Ronald and Carol Vermeerech
Willy Street Grocery Co-Op
Thomas Wolfe and Patricia 

Powers

$100 - $999 
Thomas and Dyann Addison
Pamela Alsum
Anonymous
Associated Bank - Monona 

Branch
Craig Aswegan
Martha Vukelich Austin and 

George Austin
Angie Bobzien
Thomas and Shaila Bolger

John A. Bolz
Sean Bossinger
Debra Bougie
David Bradley
Shawn Brady
Children’s Dental Center of 

Madison
Sherren Clark
Heather Clefisch
William Cronon
Ed and Ann Crowley
Frederick J. Davis
Linda Dawson
Debra Deppeler
Carol Diamond and Howard 

Rowley
Terry and Donna Donnelly
Barbara Essock
David Falk
First Unitarian Society 

Bibleodeon Class
Fiskars Brand, Inc
Wesley and Anne Foell
Marie Fraser
Deborah Gilpin
Goben Cars
Karen Godshall
Jenny Goodlund
Karen and Andy Grimmer
Fritz and Janice Grutzner
William Haight
Craig and Kathryn Hall 

Foundation
Forrest Hartmann
Elizabeth Heiner
David Henry and Julie Nottestad
Herbert H. Kohl Charities, Inc.
Insight Strategy Advisors
Isthmus Engineering & 

Manufacturing
Steven Jandl
Karl and Mary Janet Wellensiek
Robert and Jean Koehler
Beth Kubly
John and Gisela Kutzbach
Ronald and Sharon Lampe
Sue Lloyd
Peter and Jill Lundberg
Bob and Peg Lyons
Stewart Macaulay
Susan Manning
Charles V. Martin
Michael Martin
Marie S. McCabe Fund
Bruce and Peggy  McClure
Debra McCue
Margery Mead
Dotty Dumpling’s Dowry
Tim Metcalfe
Jed and Trisha Meunier
Dianne Meyer
Cathy Middlecamp
Mark Miller
Paula Moore
Neider & Boucher
Helene Nelson and Jim Arts
Monica Norlin
The Old Fashioned
Wayne and Jackie Pauly
Mary Ellen Peters
Robin and Kristal Piper

Linda and Paul Post
Thomas and Karen Ragatz
Nanette Rasmussen
Ronda Richards
Leigh Richardson
Erik Rittenhouse
George F. Roggensack
Carol Ryff
Lori Samson
Tom and Susan Seal
Laura Sengbusch
The Shoe Box
Brent and Megan Sieling
Janette Smart
Brook Soltvedt
State Bank of Cross Plains
David and Denise Statz
Ellen Stephenson
Summit Credit Union Cottage 

Grove Branch
Thompson Investment 

Management, Inc.
Steven and Deb Tinker
Nick Utphall and Acacis Latka
Kelley Van Egeren
Burnell Van Egeren
William Wartmann
Claire Weesner
Marsha Wendt
James Werlein
Debra Werner-Kellen
West Side Garden Club
Bill and Kathie White
Theodore Widder
Levi and Janet Wood
Lawrence Zanoni
John Zimbrick

In Kind Donors
$10,000+
Clear Channel Radio
Design Structures, LLC
Foley & Lardner LLP

$5,000 - $9,999
Air Temperature Services
The Capital Times

$1,000 - $4,999
Advertisers Press Inc
Art Unlimited Sportswear
Isthmus Publishing
Terry and Mary Kelly
Madison Magazine
Bob Miller & Pam Hoffman
Monkey Bar Gym
Wisconsin Physicians Service

$100 - $999
American Players Theater
Angelo’s
Anonymous
Anytime Fitness, Cottage Grove
Anytime Fitness, Monona
Boulder’s Climbing Gym
Bruce Company
Buffalo Wild Wings
Bunky’s Cafe
Carl’s Cakes
Chez Vous Catering

David Cieslewicz
Concourse Hotel
Country Inn & Suites
Culver’s
Denny’s Restaurant
Althea Dotzour
DreamBikes
Driftless Studio Nature Gallery 

and Gifts
Eagle Optics
Ella’s Deli
Essen Haus
Fat Jack’s BBQ
J. H. Findorff & Son, Inc.
Fired Up Pottery
First Weber Realty
Fiskars Brand, Inc
Foley & Lardner LLP
Ganshert Nursery
Glass Nickel Pizza
Great Dane Pub & Brewing 

Company
Guthrie Theater
Ken Halfmann
Hallman Lindsay
Harbor Athletic Club
Don Hartmann
Harvest Restaurant
Brian Higby
Homburg Equipment
Images Plus
Jim Hubing
Jack Pfister
Janus Gallaries
An Original JEM
Kenneth Kidder
Klein Floral & Greenhouse
The Knitting Tree
Lazy Jane’s Cafe
Left Bank Wine
Little Ceasar’s
Madison Symphony Orchestra
Howard Mead
Meicher & Associates, LLP
Mounds Pet Food Warehouse
Mt Olympus Water & Theme 

Park
Noodles & Company Monona
Pacific Cycle
Peet’s Coffee
Pepsi
Perkins Family Restaurant and 

Bakery
Prime Quarter
The Princeton Club
REI
Roman Candle
Sardine
Schoep’s Ice Cream
Schuster’s Farm
The Seafood Center
Shedd Aquarium
The Shoe Box
Starbucks Coffee
SWAD Indian Restaurant
Taliesin Preservation
Tully’s II
Universal Presentation Concepts
Kelley D. Van Egeren
Mark Van Egeren
Whole Foods Market
WKOW - TV 27

Our Donors


