ALDO &} LEOPOLD
NATURE CENTER

Engage -

Educate « Empower

Founded in 1994 by committed community leaders, the Aldo Leopold
Nature Center (ALNC) seeks to provide innovative, hands-on programs
and exhibits for children and their families to “teach the student to see
the land, to understand what he sees, and enjoy what he understands”
in the spirit of famed Wisconsin conservationist Aldo Leopold.

Today, ALNC has become a regional model of excellence for environmental
education, serving tens of thousands of visitors annually at two campuses, in
Monona and Black Earth, Wisconsin.

Dear Friends,

In 2015, the Aldo Leopold Nature Center continued to provide innovative
and educational programming to children and their families, adult learners,
and college students in the spirit of Aldo Leopold.

We are proud to carry on Leopold’s heritage and grow toward a bright
future and as part of that growth I’'m honored to join the team as
President and Executive Director. With this annual report, | am delighted
to share the past year’s results, and | invite you to view them as a
springboard to even more success in the years ahead.

As we move into 2016, we see growth: growth in opportunities for

children and families, growth in our community of supporters, growth

in our prairie, woodland and wetlands, and growth in the thousands of visitors we see each year!
Seeing children, young and old, walking, hiking, and exploring our land and exhibits makes me smile
each day. We know and understand the importance of interacting with nature. To be a part of an
organization that does it with such expertise, ease, and grace is truly exciting and wondrous.

Thank you to all of you, our supporters and partners, for helping us create a unique and magical
place for children and families all over the Madison area, and beyond, to enjoy the wonder and

benefits of the natural world and the Aldo Leopold legacy.

Sincerely,
Michael Strigel
President and Executive Director

Dear Friends of ALNC,

Looking over the last year, | am reminded of our rather humble beginnings
more than 20 years ago. We have seen growth, year over year, not only
financially, but in our ability to share our mission. We have grown from a
small shed to a state of the art building. We have grown from a rough patch
of land, to the well maintained prairies, savannahs, and woods that you

can visit now. We have grown from a small group of children visiting us to
serving more than 50,000 people last year.

| am proud to have been able to watch this growth over the course of my
time here and | look forward to continuing to be a part of that growth for
years to come, growth that would not be possible without donors and
sponsors like you. Community dedication and involvement, both monetarily
and in the gift of time, allows us to evolve and grow.

My sincere thanks for all you do to advance Aldo Leopold’s legacy. | see it reflected every day in the
faces of the children and families visiting the nature center. We couldn’t do it without YOU! | look forward
to 2016 and beyond with your continued support.

Sincerely,
Terry Kelly
Board Chairman and CEO

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Assets Other Income
Cash & cash equivalents: $252,067
Promises to give (current) $82,500 Foundation
Grants receivable $10,892 Gifts
Prepaid expenses $6,528
Property & Equipment, Net
$4,00,453 Operating
Promises to give (long term) $42,200 Revenue G°VGZ"HT:"‘
Total Assets: $4,494,640 - $1.167.274%
Liabilities an comes o
Line of credit $116,085
Accounts payable $33,395
Accrued payroll & related liabilities ~ $26,004 Individual Gifts
Unearned rental revenue $16,280
Total Liabilities: $191,764 H el AN AN fo ol e S Mot SO
Net Assets ** Excludes $547,741 of In-Kind Expense and Depreciati
Unrestricted $1,557,850 Fundraising
Temporarily restricted $2,737,526
Permanently restricted $7,500
Total Net Assets: $4,302,876
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS Operating rromrame &
$4,494,640 Expenses camps
General & $1,154,114%*

Administrative

IN-KIND & CONTRIBUTED SERVICES:
$94,368
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2015 HIGHLIGHTS

We launched an innovative
program with Badger Rock
Middle School and the Center
for Resilient Cities to engage
under-served middle school
students in sustained nature-
based community learning
experiences. This project has
provided priceless interactions
between the students and the
land, creating positive and
life-changing opportunities
for this group of students.

We installed a state-of-the-art
panoramic Immersion Theater
with cutting-edge visuals,
dynamic educational capabilities,
and ongoing content and
curricular development. The
theater was launched with a full
set of events including a VIP
ribbon cutting ceremony and
exposure on a variety of media
platforms. This theater provides
a one-of-a-kind hands-on
experience like nothing else

in the country.

Working with the Clean Lakes
Alliance, Sustain Dane, UW
Division of Continuing Studies,
and the Nelson Institute, the
Watershed Academy was
launched. This partnership will
provide learning opportunities to
adults looking to learn about the
care and protection of our local
wetlands.

Nature Net turned 20 years old
in 2015! To celebrate, the online
platform was updated and a
new website was launched. In
addition 16,000 redesigned
Nature Net Passports were
distributed, in both English
and Spanish, throughout the
community!

And a record number of
students visited ALNC this year
via fieldtrips and programs,
averaging more than 300
students a day in May and early
June! All told, we had 21,500
students that participated in
field trips. These students came
from all over the area, by the
bus load, to learn about air and
weather, water and plants and
animals in their natural habitats!
We are delighted so many
students benefitted from our
environmental programming.
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The Aldo Leopold Nature Center extends its most heart-felt gratitude to the many donors who made our work
possible in 2015. If your name was inadvertently left off the list, we apologize! Please call us at (608) 221-0404
to let us know. Thank you!
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